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Living  

for the  

Glory 

of God 

RIVERVIEW 

BREEZES 

Elsie Gingerich 
 

~Congratulations to Jeff and RoxAnne 
Stevens on the birth of their daughter, 
Lydia Brooke, on December 30! 
~Several of our ladies attended 
“INSPIRE,” a Retreat for Women at the 
Clinton Frame Church. 
~Eric and Brenda Jones and son Zach 
took the train when they visited 
Brenda’s family in Manitoba for 
Christmas. 
~The Merlin Bontrager family 
vacationed in Cadillac, MI, skiing and 
enjoying wintry weather. 
~Lisa Byler and her daughters, Natasha 
and Briana, spent time with family in 
Albuquerque, NM after Christmas. 
~Gene and Loretta Yoder and family 
and Jon and Arlene Gingerich and 
family traveled to Sarasota, FL to 
celebrate the 80th birthday of Eli 
Troyer, father of Loretta and Arlene. 
~Atlee Lambright and Derek Miller 
participated in a 5-mile run while 
vacationing in Sarasota.  Gene Yoder 
and sons Austin and Bailey were at the 
same event and ran together with 
Atlee and Derek. 
 

~Joe and Lisa Byler sponsored a 
weekend “Love and Respect” marriage 
seminar at church.  
~Floyd and Ruby Miller are spending 
the winter in Sarasota, FL.  Floyd is 
recovering from the fall he had in 
October. 
~Suzanne Glass and Autumn Stevens 
are enrolled in the winter term at 
Ellerslie Discipleship Training in 
Windsor, CO. 
~In February the Youth hosted a 
Valentine Banquet to raise funds for 
their Mission Trip in April.  Roselawn 
and Townline guests were included. 
~Baby Dedication on Sunday, January 
29, included Pastor Merlin and Heidi 
Miller with daughter Annabelle Hope, 
Todd and Kaitlin Martin with son 
Andre Reece, Brent and JaNae 
Hershberger with son Paul Freeman, 
Jeff and RoxAnne Stevens with 
daughter Lydia Brooke. 
~Denise Troyer returned home from 
two months in OK with her brother Eric 
and his family.  Melody Troyer will 
leave the first of March to also spend 
time with them. 
~Ernie and Ruby Miller vacationed in 
Phoenix, AZ for three weeks. 
_______________________________ 
 
Thou hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our 
heart is restless until it rests in Thee. 

-Augustine of Hippo 
_______________________________________ 
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Pastor’s Message… 

Living for the  

Glory of God 

Merlin Miller 
 
 
   There seems to be a theme that God 
is developing for us this year – a theme 
of more purposefully living our lives 
for the glory of God.  From the very 
first sermon of the year, with that very 
title, to the ongoing revelation that our 
very purpose on this earth is to bring 
Him glory, God has been bringing us to 
a deeper understanding on this 
subject.   
   As He is doing so I am not only 
realizing how necessary it is, but also 
how much I have to learn in this area.  
Even having purposed to live my life 
for this reason, I have nevertheless 
been made aware of how much I am 
not carrying that out.  If you will 
remember that first sermon, there 
were three main words that illuminate 
the way to live for the glory of God: 
hear, submit and obey.  We must first 
hear what He is saying to us – through 
prayer, reading the Bible, fellowship 
with believers, and even the 
circumstances that shape our lives.  As 
we hear His words to us, submission to 
His will is required.  It makes sense that 
it is meaningless to hear Him when we 
have no intention to submit to what 
He says.  A final step is to obey what 
He has given for us to do.  This 
distinction may seem irrelevant, but 
where submission is the inward 
agreeing with what He has said, 

obedience is the outward expression 
of that agreement.  
   Unfortunately our lives are often 
marked by the mental assent and 
subsequent submission to the Lord in 
our hearts (perhaps at a church 
service), but the commitment and 
fortitude to carry it out fades quickly 
and we have no more lived for the 
glory of God than if we had not even 
heard to start with!  Permit me to draw 
out a few Bible verses that not only 
confirm the teaching above, but also 
show us some practical application on 
how to allow the grace of God to lead 
us in living for His glory. 
   Isaiah 48 is a great chapter of 
Scripture that confirms all three of 
those words (space does not permit 
me to write out the whole chapter, so 
read it yourselves). The heart of the 
chapter is found in the middle verses 
(9-11): For my name’s sake I defer my 
anger, for the sake of my praise I 
restrain it for you, that I may not cut 
you off. Behold, I have refined you, but 
not as silver; I have tried you in the 
furnace of affliction. For my own sake, 
for my own sake, I do it, for how should 
my name be profaned? My glory I will 
not give to another.  Verse 1 (Hear this, 
O house of Jacob), verse 12 (Listen to 
me, O Jacob, and Israel, whom I 
called!)  and verse 14 (Assemble, all of 
you, and listen!) all reflect the call to 
hear.   Verse 16 (Draw near to me, hear 
this: from the beginning I have not 
spoken in secret, from the time it came 
to be I have been there. And now the 
Lord God has sent me, and his Spirit.) 
carries not only the idea of hearing, 
but also of submitting, since to draw 
near requires submission.  
Furthermore, the idea of obedience is 
made evident in verse 18: Oh that you 
had paid attention to my 
commandments!  God will not share 
his glory, and in this Scripture He 
reveals how his glory is being robbed 
of Him by His people: they neither 
hear, nor submit, nor obey. 
   Psalm 115 opens up with the cry that 
sounds familiar for our theme: Not to 
us, O Lord, not to us, but to your name 
give glory, for the sake of your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness!  If 

we share that cry, we find operative 
words later on in the chapter.  O Israel, 
trust in the Lord! He is their help and 
their shield. O house of Aaron, trust in 
the Lord! He is their help and their 
shield. You who fear the Lord, trust in 
the Lord! He is their help and their 
shield.  Living for the glory of God must 
involve us not only fearing the Lord, 
but trusting in Him.  He is their help 
and their shield.  This is perhaps the 
simplest mandate in living for His 
glory: trust Him! 
   I will close with another Psalm, Psalm 
96, also with the theme of His glory.  
Rather than make comments on it, I 
want the Scripture to speak for itself.  
Pay careful attention and see what it 
has to say about living for the glory of 
God. 
   Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing 
to the Lord, all the earth! Sing to the 
Lord, bless his name; tell of his 
salvation from day to day. Declare his 
glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all the 
peoples! For great is the Lord, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be feared 
above all gods. For all the gods of the 
peoples are worthless idols, but the 
Lord made the heavens.  Splendor and 
majesty are before him; strength and 
beauty are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to 
the Lord, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength! 
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his 
name; bring an offering, and come into 
his courts! Worship the Lord in the 
splendor of holiness; tremble before 
him, all the earth! Say among the 
nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes the 
world is established; it shall never be 
moved; he will judge the peoples with 
equity.” Let the heavens be glad, and 
let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, 
and all that fills it; let the field exult, 
and everything in it! Then shall all the 
trees of the forest sing for joy before 
the Lord, for he comes, for he comes to 
judge the earth. He will judge the 
world in righteousness, and the 
peoples in his faithfulness. 
 
 

   *    *    *    *    *    *    * 
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A Word in Edgewise…  
 

BECAUSE I LOVE JESUS 
Ruby Bontrager 

 
   This is the time of year when the 
barrenness of the season has a 
severe impact on my vision—all I 
can see is the trash beside the 
road!  Ugh!  My husband’s ears 
must surely grow weary as I 
bemoan the unsightliness of the 
littered landscape on our way to 
just about anywhere! 
    It takes a bit of determination, 
but at last I crawl out of 
hibernation, grab a trash bag and 
head out to do my part in relieving 
the world of some of the litter.  This 
year I decided I need a new 
motivation—doing it because I love 
Jesus.  I think of Brother 
Lawrence… 
    Brother Lawrence was born 
Nicholas Herman in French 
Lorraine and served a short time as 
a footman and soldier, but in 1666, 
he felt compelled to become a 
monk, and joined the order of the 
barefooted Carmelites in Paris.   His 
task every day was to scrub the 
pots and pans in the monastery 
kitchen. 
   Bro. Lawrence was converted at 
the age of 18 as he observed a 
bare, lifeless tree in winter, and 
thought about the coming of spring 
when new life would enter the tree 
and cause it to leaf out.  From that 
time on, this humble man began 
what he called the practice of the 
presence of God.  He grew strong in 
the love of the Lord as he sought to 
do everything for the love of God. 
   Bro. Lawrence may be best 
known for this prayer which he 
composed in the kitchen:  
   Lord of all pots and pans and    
things… 
Make me a saint by getting meals 
And washing up the plates! 

   As I think of Bro. Lawrence toiling 
away in his humble kitchen, I’m 
inspired to see things as he did—
that he made no difference 
between the mundane and the 
sacred; prayer in the kitchen was 
no different to him than prayer in 
the chapel.   
   Often we think we must be out 
and about doing some great work 
for God, but He has called each of 
us to different places.  Being 
faithful to the task at hand is our 
calling today, whether that is being 
a missionary in a foreign land, 
driving a milk truck, or changing a 
baby’s diaper and, just perhaps—
picking up roadside trash! 
    Living for Jesus means staying in 
touch with Him, to do all things for 
His glory, though the how of doing 
that may not always be clear.  But 
we can rejoice in Him always, think 
on Him, and ask His advice and 
direction constantly.  He is faithful 
to give it as we trust Him.  That is 
the practice of His Presence.  That 
is doing everything for the love of 
God.  
    Trash bag in hand, I quietly sing, 
My Jesus, I love Thee—the task is 
suddenly much easier! 
 
____________________________ 

 

WHO IS THIS? 
 

 
 

Check your answer on page 6! 
 
 

 

MEET DEREK MILLER 
 

 
 

   I was asked to write an article for 
The Messenger introducing myself, 
so here goes. I am guessing most of 
you know that I grew up Amish. I 
live in a household of seven in 
quaint little Shipshewana. I have 
always loved learning and liked 
school, and also I was not too bad 
at running, so in eighth grade I had 
a decision to make: I decided to 
keep on running and keep going to 
school.  
  For most of my freshman year I 
was not 16 yet, so I still dressed 
Amish and went to the Amish 
church. Once I turned 16, things 
obviously changed.  For over a year 
I did not go to church at all. It was 
simply that I was always busy with 
homework and running, and I did 
not go to the Amish church, yet I 
also did not have a car to drive to 
any other church. Finally, after I 
turned 17, I realized that I wanted 
to do something with my life 
instead of just sitting at home 
every weekend. I knew I wanted 
something more; since Pastor 
Merlin is my uncle, I decided to 
start coming to Riverview. 
   Now I have been coming to 
Riverview for almost two years and 
I love it. I am still very busy with 
practices, homework, and a job! I 
love running and run pretty much 
every day. Just a side note, in case 
anyone wonders how much I 
actually run: I ran around 2,000 
miles just last year! Besides 
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running, I enjoy school and I am 
planning on going to college next 
year to study either civil 
engineering or accounting. I have 
not made my final decision, but 
whatever it is, it will have 
something to do with numbers and 
math!  
   I like spending time with family 
and friends and playing games. 
During the summer I enjoy being 
outside doing pretty much 
anything. Anything from playing 
basketball to swimming to 
exploring the woods (yes I still have 
the imagination of a kid) can keep 
me occupied for hours. I love 
traveling as well—my family does a 
lot of it, so that is fun. Last summer 
we went to California, which was 
probably my favorite trip so far. 
Getting time to spend with family 
and making memories is great! 
   Prayer would be greatly 
appreciated as I will soon be taking 
more big steps in my walk with God 
in going off to college and such. 
Thank you and God’s blessings to 
you all! 
                        -Derek Miller 

 
 
______________________________ 

So whether you eat 

drink or whatever you 

do, do it all for the 

glory of God. 

I Corinthians 10:31 

_________________________________ 
 

MY DESIRE 
Briana Byler 

 

   Living for the glory of God is 

something that I want to 
accomplish in everything I do 
throughout my day, but I don't do 
as well as I would like.  
   I want to get to the point that 
every day, from the moment I 

wake up to when I go to sleep, I am 
basing my decisions on the 
question:  "How can I best glorify 
God through this?" 

 
LIVING FOR THE GLORY OF GOD 

Kaitlin Martin 
 

   Living for the glory of God. 

Most of us would claim this as our 

desire, yet we treat it as though 

it’s no more difficult than 

breathing. I think so often we 

mistakenly choose to use the 

things we abstain from as our 

best form of glorifying God. But 

we do our God a huge disservice if 

we think that we can model the 

life of His Son so effortlessly.    

Jesus’ mission to glorify God was 

consuming. His every move was 

based in a practice of 

communicating with God enough 

to know what would best bring 

Him glory and then doing it. It’s 

not a quick thing. It’s not a simple 

thing. If we are to bring God glory 

in our daily lives, we must follow 

the same practice. “Pray 

continually” so that in the way we 

talk about our children, the way 

we look at those who hate us, our 

reactions to disappointment and 

the time we invest in the lives of 

others, we would be only a 

reflection of God.  
 

LIVING EACH DAY FOR THE 

GLORY OF GOD 

Bryce Bontrager 

   It’s 5:20 AM. I’ve now hit the 

snooze button twice, and I REALLY 

have to get up! It’s another day. Is 

it just another day? Or do I really 

believe that today is a day that the 

Lord has made? If God gave me a 

new day, and He made me, what 

did He do it for? Am I here to do as 

I please and make a name for 

myself?  This past week as I taught 

Sunday school for the 6-7 year olds, 

we studied the great mistake made 

at the tower of Babel. The people 

decided they would be something 

great. They would carve out a 

name for themselves. But God said, 

“NO!” Isaiah 42:8 says, “I am the 

LORD: that is my name: and my 

glory will I not give to another, 

neither my praise to graven 

images.”  

   God is not about to allow His 

glory to usurped by anyone or 

anything. It follows that we dare 

not glorify anyone or anything but 

God alone! That is what I want to 

remember the next time 5:20 rolls 

around. So how does one do this? 

What about simply letting God be 

enough for me? What if the world 

watches me go through my day 

completed satisfied and content 

having nothing of earthly value? 

What if my relationship with God 

superseded all else? Spending the 

day communing with and 

worshipping the only One worthy 

of praise as I went about my tasks, 

what kind of message would that 

send? To quote John Piper, “God is 

most glorified in us, when we are 

most satisfied in Him.”  When my 

daily “routine” is not merely a 

routine, but actions reflecting the 

goodness of God in my life, He is 

truly glorified.  

   “Let your light so shine before 

men that they may see your good 

works, and glorify your Father, who 

is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).  Let 

your life be a light that points men 

to their Creator, that they too may 

join in worshipping the One worthy 

of glory. 
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LIVING FOR THE GLORY 

OF GOD 

Trent Miller 
 

   Living for the glory of God can 

sometimes seem like a hard task 

to complete. With all the 

distractions in life that seem to 

get in the way, we lose sight of 

what truly is important in this 

life. We must always continue to 

keep in mind the words of Paul 

when he writes in 2 Corinthians 

4:15, “Indeed, everything is for 

your benefit, so that grace, 

extended through more and more 

people, may cause thanksgiving to 

increase to God’s glory.” 

Everything that we do we must 

always give God the glory. 

Otherwise what is the point of 

doing these things? 

   This is something that I try to 

do, but I can often lose sight in 

the busyness of life. Being on the 

mission field is no different. I 

still get caught up in the things 

around me and with the busyness. 

It’s easy to stick with what is 

easy and go through the motions. 

This isn’t where we grow though. 

It’s a constant struggle of 

wanting that security of what we 

know and are used to, and wanting 

to serve God. Part of stepping out 

of this rut for me was becoming a 

team leader, leaving the 

familiarity of home and going to 

the unknown of Montana. This 

time hasn’t been easy. We all have 

our struggles and being a 

missionary is no different. The 

enemy likes to get into our heads 

and discourage us. He likes to tell 

us that what we are doing is not 

important, and that we are not 

making any difference. These are 

lies, of course, but they can still 

start to wear you down.  

   Being in the Word of God is 

essential and keeping His truths 

on our mind gives us the 

perseverance to press on in the 

face of adversity. I’ll leave you 

with some more of Paul’s words in 

1 Corinthians 9:24, “Don’t you 

know that the runners in a 

stadium all race, but only one 

receives the prize? Run in such a 

way to win the prize.”  

 

________________________ 

 

 
________________________ 

   

CONGRATULATIONS! 

 

  
 

Isaac Hartley and Melissa 

McNamara announced their 

engagement in December.  We 

wish them God’s blessings as 

they plan for their upcoming 

wedding and marriage! 

WINTER RECIPE 
Regina Bontrager 

 

 
 

Rice and Curry 

1-1/2 c. uncooked rice 

3 c. water 

1-16 oz. can baked beans 

2 lbs. hamburger, fried 

1 T chili powder 

1 T curry powder 

2 T brown sugar 

2 T tomato sauce 

1 med. onion chopped 

Cook rice with butter, salt and 

water for 20 minutes. Heat 

baked beans. Simmer rest of 

ingredients for 1/2 hour. 

 

Tomato Salad 

4 med. tomatoes 

1/2 to 1 stalk of celery 

1/2 c. sugar 

1/2 med. onion chopped 

1/2 c. vinegar 

salt and pepper to taste 

 

Mix and let set for 1 hour 

before serving. 

To Serve:  Layer hamburger, 

rice and baked beans. Pour 

tomato salad over top and 

enjoy. 

 

   I found this recipe looking 

through a cookbook that I have 

from Pennsylvania.  It looked 

interesting and easy. I tried it and 

my family loved it.   
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DEFENDING THE FAITH: 
Fine Tuning of Our Bodies 

Darrin Miller 
 
   "For you created my inmost 
being; you knit me together in my 
mother’s womb.  I praise you 
because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well”  
(Psalm 139:13-14). 
   The Fine-Tuning Argument for 
God’s existence remains a 
powerful apologetic tool in shaping 
the case for an Intelligent Designer.  
In past articles, it has been shown 
how the Universe appears to be 
finely tuned for life; even the 
smallest of changes would prohibit 
anything from surviving.  
Furthermore, the Milky Way, 
surrounding atmosphere, and even 
Earth itself are also dialed in with 
indescribable precision to allow 
organisms such as ourselves to 
come into being.  While we have 
not yet explored the possible 
reasons why things are this way, 
nevertheless the fact that they are 
(when it is entirely possible they 
could have been otherwise) is truly 
staggering.  Suffice it to say that, 
everything else being equal, our 
existence is nothing short of 
miraculous. 
 
Despite the odds, the fact is that 
we do exist; not only so but we also 
survive and thrive.  It turns out that 
our very survival becomes yet 
another layer of fine-tuning to 
consider.  Think of how many 
things must go right for you and me 
to survive for any length of time.       

This world is fraught with danger.  
Yet doesn’t it seem that our bodies 
are specifically designed for 
survival in just this type of 
environment?  Think of the 
impossibility of sustained life if 
humans did not have just this type 
of skin to protect against the 
elements, just this type of bone 
structure to support, just this type 
of brain to think, invent, or analyze.  
Of all these examples, however, 
none can compare to that of the 
smallest of mechanisms that make 
life possible:  our DNA. 
 
DNA can be thought of as a code 
made up of different combinations 
of four chemicals that instruct the 
assembly of proteins out of which 
our body is made.  In the nucleus of 
each cell in your body resides this 
DNA, a unique and almost 
incomprehensibly intricate map 
that makes you who you are.  The 
sheer volume of information 
contained in each double-helix of 
DNA has defied man’s ability to 
replicate.  As J. Warner Wallace has 
claimed, “Life at its simplest and 
most foundational level 
demonstrates a staggering level of 
complexity.”  DNA makes copies of 
itself that then inform everything 
that happens at a cellular level 
throughout our bodies.  If it were 
not so, no organisms could exist.   
 
The information, order, and 
precision orchestrated by DNA at a 
microscopic level require a level of 
fine-tuning that, like that of the 
Universe and planet Earth, defies 
our comprehension.  Even a single-
cell organism has been described 
as a “high-tech factory” complete 
with “artificial languages and their 
decoding systems, memory banks 
for information storage and 
retrieval, elegant control systems 
regulating the automated 

assembly of parts and 
components, error fail-safe and 
proof-reading devices utilized for 
quality control, assembly 
processes involving the principle of 
prefabrication and modular 
construction…(and) a capacity not 
equaled in any of our own most 
advanced machines, for it would be 
capable of replicating its entire 
structure within a matter of a few 
hours.” (Case for a Creator, p. 205-
206).  Taken together, it is 
undeniable that the appearance of 
fine-tuning is a reality.  Only one 
question remains…what is the best 
explanation for all of this?  It turns 
out that there are only three viable 
options to answer this query:  
physical necessity, chance, or 
design.  In the next article, we will 
investigate these options and draw 
our conclusion. 
 
 
____________________________ 
 
 

Baby Dedication Day 
 

 
 

Left to Right:  Brent & JaNae 

Hershberger with Paul Freeman, 

Merlin & Heidi Miller with 

Annabelle Hope, Todd & Kaitlin 

Martin with Andre Reece, and 

Jeff & RoxAnne Stevens with 

Lydia Brooke 

 

________________________ 
 

Answer to Who is This? 
Michelle McNamara 
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EAGLEY ROAD  

CHRONICLES 
Jon Gingerich 

 

 
   A common wish among parents is 
that their most excellent traits will be 
passed along to their children. You 
envision that a combination of you and 
your spouse’s most desirable genetic 
influences will come together in the 
perfect culmination of a superbly 
created and streamlined version that 
the best of your two bloodlines can 
possibly produce.  We know from a 
factual base that 2 + 2 always equals 4.  
So therefore, we think that what we 
like about ourselves, combined with 
what drew us to our significant other, 
will be replicated in our children to an 
exponential degree.  Inside each of us 
is the desire that our progeny will be 
better versions of ourselves.  You 
accept that the outlying mediocrities 
will come out in the wash, so to speak.   
     On the other hand, we hope that 
the things we don’t like about 
ourselves, physically and 
psychologically, will somehow be 
miraculously offset by the superior 
genetic pool our spouse has 
descended from.  For instance, I have 
had problems in the past with 
something the medical community 
calls hypnagogia, which is “threshold 
consciousness, or the mental state of 
someone who is moving 
towards sleep or wakefulness, but has 
not yet completed the transition.”  
This has manifested itself in a personal 
history of sleepwalking, nighttime 
antics, and at its worst, insomnia.  
However, I held out hope that our boys 
would fall somewhere in the blissful 
slumbering middle ground.  But then I 

learned about my wife’s family history 
of sleep apnea and narcolepsy.  I knew 
then that instead of a deep and 
peaceful gene pool, we were dealing 
with a stagnant and alarming genetic 
swamp! I was genuinely worried, but 
surprisingly and fortunately, my wife 
can sleep through a thunderstorm, so 
once again optimism reared its ugly 
head.   
     Seventy-five percent of our boys 
have wonderful sleep patterns.  With 
stern training and carefully planned 
schedules they go to bed, they goof off 
a bit as boys will do, they whisper back 
and forth, play with stuffed animals, 
they get sleepy and then nod off to a 
peaceful night of sleep and awaken 
refreshed after ten hours of blissful 
and restful sleep.  But twenty-five 
percent of our boys has genetic swamp 
monsters that simply do not allow him 
any nighttime peace.  He has an 
ongoing war with falling asleep and 
fights off slumber with the same 
dedication and sense of self-
preservation of someone swatting at 
attacking bees.  He wanders the house 
looking for a peaceful spot to escape 
the dreaded clutches of sleep.  He 
drags his blanket to obscure spots in 
the house and collects favorite toys to 
join him in the battle against the 
enemy, sleep.  When he does finally 
succumb to his foe, his sleep is marked 
by tossing, turning, and snoring as if he 
is continuing to battle after the war is 
over.  When we discover him in his 
latest nest, nestled snoring among his 
blankets and toys, we wake him to 
escort him back to bed.  Then we wait 
in amused expectation for the next 
chapter in The Nighttime Adventures 
of Little Dude, Night Warrior.   
     Eyes wide in confusion and half-
sleep, he’s muttering funny and 
sometimes unintelligible things, 
dragging his blanket and taking 
wobbling steps to wherever we steer 
him.  One night recently on the trip 
back to his bedroom, I had to steer him 
every step of the way.  He started 
down the stairway, so I caught him, 
turned him around and we headed 
back up.  He then took a right instead 
of a left and sat down on the toilet in 

his pajamas.  I quickly warned him of 
the dangers of going to the bathroom 
while wearing pajamas.  He shrugged a 
few times, in a confused yet indifferent 
manner, then stood up and headed 
down the hall to his bedroom.  Halfway 
there my words finally made their way 
through to his consciousness, and as 
he stumbled along his way he began 
obediently disrobing.  Sometimes it’s 
just too funny to step in and end it, but 
I finally had mercy on him and just 
scooped him up and put him in bed 
where he belonged.   
     Some things we pass on to our 
children are out of our control, but we 
know God has created us and them for 
His glory.  He can accomplish this goal 
in us in spite of our genetic limitations 
or despite what we arrogantly 
perceive as our gifts to mankind.  God 
has created us in His image and 
doesn’t make any mistakes.  Use your 
gifts to bring Him honor, and in your 
faults and shortcomings trust in Him to 
make up the difference.  Be honest 
about your limitations and rely on Him 
to overcome them.  “In all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He will direct 
your paths” (Proverbs 3:6).     
 

 
 

 

EMAIL FROM JON TO 

THE GRANDPARENTS 
 

After Kegan spent a Sunday afternoon 
with his Grandpas, Jon, knowing 
Kegan’s nature, sent this email: 
 
I asked Kegan if he talked and 

talked and talked with 

Grandpa.  He said, "Um yeah, I 

was unstoppable, ‘cause 

Grandpa said I was 

unstoppable."  Too funny.   
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DECEMBER, JANUARY, 

FEBRUARY 

BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
Alta Hochstetler—Dec. 1 

Brent Hershberger—Dec. 4 

Jon Gingerich—Dec. 6 

Sheryl Virgil—Dec. 7 

Heidi Miller—Dec. 8 

Mr. & Mrs. Elwood Miller—Dec. 8 

Marzella Zook—Dec. 9 

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Troyer— 

Dec. 12 

Ben Miller—Dec. 14 

John Jones—Dec. 19 

Melissa McNamara—Dec. 20 

Easton Yoder—Dec. 27 

Silvia Stevens—Dec. 29 

Suzanne Glass—Dec. 31 

Ed VanKirk—Jan. 6 

Harlee Bontrager—Jan. 7 

Mr. & Mrs. Caleb Miller—Jan. 9 

Mr. & Mrs. Jerry Bontrager— 

Jan 12 

Marilyn Miller—Jan. 13 

Sophia Miller—Jan. 14 

Carrie Miller—Jan. 14 

Brenda Jones—Jan. 18 

Jerry Bontrager—Jan. 21 

Katrina Stevens—Jan. 23 

Dominique Troyer—Jan. 23 

Bryce Bontrager—Jan. 23 

Merlin Miller—Jan. 24 

Ruby (Ernie) Miller—Jan. 24 

Mr. & Mrs. Gene Yoder—Jan. 25 

Samuel Reckers—Jan. 26 

Marcus Miller—Jan. 26 

Averie Stutzman—January 29 

Alaina Miller—Jan. 29 

Daniel Boling—Jan. 30 

Brenda Yoder—Feb. 5 

Edwin Bontrager—Feb. 5 

Nyal Beachy—Feb. 7 

RoxAnne Stevens—Feb. 8 

Alan Jones—Feb. 8 

Jonah Eash—Feb. 11 

Kaylene Forrester—Feb. 12 

Mr. & Mrs. John Jones—Feb 13 

Mr. & Mrs. Glen Gingerich— 

Feb. 14 

Mr. & Mrs. Jon Gingerich— 

Feb. 14 

Floyd Miller—Feb. 18 

Ed Miller—Feb. 21 

Nathanael Reed—Feb. 21 

Elwood Miller—Feb. 25 

Ella Anderson—Feb. 27 

Arlene Gingerich—Feb. 28 

 
 

   *    *    * 

 

HUMOR FOR THE HARD 

TIMES 
 

   Dr. John Morreall collected 

examples of poor medical 

communication, things that 

doctors have written on patients’ 

charts:   

 
~”On the second day her knee was 
better, and on the third day it 
disappeared completely.” 
~”Patient has been depressed ever 
since she began seeing me in 1996.” 
~”Patient has two teenage children, 
but no other abnormalities.” 
~”Patient refused an autopsy.” 
~”The patient is a 79-year old widow 
who no longer lives with her husband.” 
~”Discharge status:  alive but without 
permission.” 
 

-from Laughing All the Way 
By John Morreall 

 

 

     An elderly gentleman had serious 
hearing problems for a number of 
years.  He went to the doctor and the 
doctor was able to have him fitted for 
a set of hearing aids that allowed the 
gentleman to hear 100%. 
   The elderly gentleman went back in 
a month to the doctor and the doctor 
said, “Your hearing is perfect.  Your 
family must be really pleased that you 
can hear again.” 
   The gentleman replied, “Oh, I 
haven’t told my family yet.  I just sit 
around and listen to conversations.  
I’ve changed my will three times!” 
 

 
 

-reprinted by permission of The Joyful 

Noiseletter 

 
 

 
 
 

CHURCH SIGNS 
 

   Sign outside a rural Baptist church 
near Dothan, AL: 
“We are just a little church with a 
really big God.” 
 
   Sign outside Victorious Faith Church 
of Christ: 
“Life without God is like an 
unsharpened pencil—no point.” 

-reprinted by permission of The Joyful 
Noiseletter 
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KIDS’ PAGE 
With Natasha Byler 

 

Kids Survey 

I asked the kids: What is your favorite game? 

 
Marcus: Trash 

Katrina: Kemps 
Ruth L: Black Jack 

Silas: Slapjack 
Sophia: Mousetrap 

Grace: Hungry Hungry Hippos 
Alaina: Hungry Hungry Hippos 

Zienna: Old Maid 
Zylar: Call of Duty  

Ella: Twister 
Alyssa: Ninja Turtles PS4 

Jeremy: Bingo 
Zach: Doctor Seuss’ ABC's 
Laura: Chutes and Ladders 

Nathan: Temple Run 
Dalton: Temple Run 

Sylvia: Old Maid 
Samuel: Capture the Flag 

Ryan: Bingo 
 

Find the Hidden Objects 

 

 

 

Riddles 
Q: They come out at night without being 

called, and are lost in the day without being 

stolen.    What are they? 

A: Stars! 

Q: How do you make the number one 

disappear? 

A: Add the letter G and it’s “GONE” 

Q: What goes up but never comes down? 

A: Your age! 

Q: What has one eye but cannot see? 

A: A needle 

Q: What is so delicate that saying its name 

breaks it? 

A: Silence. 

 

Q: What travels around the world but stays in 

one spot? 

A: A stamp! 
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