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  RIVERVIEW BREEZES     

         By Elsie Gingerich  

 

~Les and Brenda Yoder helped their son  
Kevin and his family move from South  
Carolina to Oregon. 
~Congratulations to Todd and Kaitlin Martin 
  who added a daughter to their family.  
Hayley Cate was born March 23, 2019. 
~Autumn Stevens was on a mission trip in 
Asia when she detained for 10 days. We 
praise God for his provision and safety. 
 ~Condolences to John and Ranee Jones.  
 Ranee’s mother passed away in MN. 
~Michael McNamara graduated from Glen  
Oaks Com. College. Congratulations. 
~Jon and Arlene Gingerich had a week of  
vacation  in TN.  
~Construction on the addition to our church  
started mid-May. 
~Lila Christner had outpatient surgery on 
her ear and is doing well. 
~Les and Brenda and Caleb Yoder moved 
 to a  new home in Constantine. 
~Harper Rose was born to Chris and 
Karista Stutzman on April 4. 
Congratulations! 
~Clarissa Yoder attended a Coffee Fest in 
Indianapolis with a group from her work, the 
Electric Brew, Goshen. They learned about 
new products and trends for the year. 
~Pastor Merlin and Heidi and their family 
and Merlin’s parents, DeWayne and Ruth 
Miller vacationed on the East Coast, visiting  
 
 

 
 
 
 
historIcal sites in Williamsburg  
and Washington DC. 
~Bryce Bontrager and Rachel Hooley  
were married in a beautiful outdoor  
service.  The rain held off until all the  
guests were inside the barn for the 
reception.  Thank you, Lord. 
 
  RIVERVIEW BUILDING ADDITION 
 

 
 
 

 
 

New addition – adding Sunday School 
rooms, storage and more fellowship hall 
space. 
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
AVAILABLE 

By Merlin Miller 

 

   Our theme for the year 2019 
has been the word available – 
“Behold, I am the servant of the 
Lord; let it be to me according to 
your word.” (Luke 1:38)  Seeing 

ourselves as a servant, with God 

as our master is the central 
perspective held by those who 

want to be available to the Lord 

for His purposes.  Recently in a 

message I shared some practices 

of those who want to be 
available.  The background of 

these practices comes from an 

article by Claude Hickman, 

Steven Hawthorne and Todd 
Ahrend called Life on Purpose.  

These are not either/or 
categories, but things all 

believers should practice – we 

may major on one but all should 

present in one way or another.   

   The first practice is one we all 

think of when being available: 
going.  Jesus’ commission was 

to go, the goal being to make 

disciples.  Of course go does not 

come with a built in distance, so 

it may be near or far.  However, 
there are those of us whom God 

clearly calls to go, who have a 

passion for telling others about 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and 

that passion provides a 

willingness to go to where those 
who need to hear are.  While it is 

perfectly legitimate to talk about 

being a witness of Jesus Christ 

no matter where we are or what 

we are doing (i.e. everyday living) 
there is a sense of going that 

indicates leaving behind every 

day routines and the “normal” 
lifestyle so that all may come to 

hear the Name of Jesus, even to 

the ends of the earth.   

   The second practice is 

sending, and is also commonly 
thought about when desiring to 

be available to God.  Those who 

are going need to be sent and if 

we want the goers to be effective 

there are some things required of 

the senders.  One of those, of 
course, is finances.  It costs 

money to do things – travel, be 

trained, have good materials, 

have time available, etc.  There 

are some people that God has 
uniquely positioned to be able to 

generously provide those 

finances.  While the major focus 

of sending is often on money, 

there are other things senders 

provide.  Consider Acts 13 where 
the final act of sending 

Barnabas and Paul came 

through the church, not to them 

personally.  Unless we think the 

answer to winning souls for 
Christ is only money, good 

senders also provide things like 

prayer, encouragement, 

accountability and other kinds of 

support.   

   The third practice is sometimes 
less obvious: welcoming.  Many 

of us may never have the 

opportunity, or even be called to 

go anywhere, but those who 

desperately need to hear the 
Good News of Christ often come 

to us.  Welcoming is the practice 

of being intentional about 

sharing the Gospel with those 

whom God has brought to us (as 

opposed to us going to them).  
Many people the world over go to 

great lengths to be able to come 

to the United States for some 

reason or other. I’m wondering if 

we have seriously considered 
what it means for believers to 

welcome those that God has 

brought to us.  People from 

countries closed to the Gospel 

are strategic (and often more 

effective) points of access to their 
own people.  Who among us has 

God called to welcome them, 

love them, interact with them, 

and share Christ with them?  
And welcoming is not limited to 

foreigners, those of different 

ethnicities - for we also have 

many who need to know Christ 

living right among us.  What does 
it look like to welcome them? 

   The final practice I will 

mention is mobilizing.  This is 

another practice not often 

thought of as a specific part of 

being available to the Lord.  
Mobilizing refers to those who 

exhort others to be willing to go, 

send or welcome, identify those 

who are responding to what God 

is doing in them and then equip 
them for their service.  Jesus 
said “The harvest is plentiful, but 
the laborers are few.” (Luke 10:2)  

The reality is, however, that 

there are many who call 

themselves Christians – why 

then are the laborers so few?  
Mobilizers are greatly concerned 
about this and pray earnestly to 
the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.  They 

then have their eyes and ears 

open to those whom the Lord is 
calling, doing everything they 

can to mobilize those who are 

sitting in the pews week after 

week.  This practice is one of 

exhortation and encouragement, 
prodding and pulling…and one 

of celebrating those who have 

been mobilized and are making 

themselves available to the Lord 

by going or sending or 

welcoming! 
   Are you practicing any of these 

things?  Have you considered 

which of these practices God 

wants you to major in?  There are 

many hindrances to making 

these practices part of our 
everyday lives, including fear, 

being unprepared, having too 

many other obligations, or 

simply apathy.  These 

hindrances can be combated 
with the spiritual disciplines of 

living in community, living 

simple lives unencumbered by 

worldly pursuits, continual 

learning (from the Bible first and 

then other sources) and prayer. 
Are you available to the Lord? 

mailto:ggingerich2@frontier.com
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A Word in Edgewise. . . 
THE 10:02 ALARM 

Ruby Bontrager 
 

“Then He said to them, ‘The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are 
few; therefore pray the Lord of the 
harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest’” (Luke 10:2 NKJV). 
    
   Every day except Sunday, 
promptly at 10:02 a.m., an alarm 
jingles on my phone--the call to pray 
for workers for the harvest field.  
Many of you who are reading this do 
the same thing, at the requests of 
Pastor Merlin and our Conference 
Mission Board President, Joe 
Showalter.   Others around the 
world are joining us.  It is a response 
to Jesus’ command for all His 
disciples in Luke 10:2. 
   As we pray this prayer, are we 
making ourselves more available to 
our Lord? It is a heart-changing 
prayer that often takes me to the 
map of the world on our dining 
room wall.  Sometimes I spread my 
hands over the map and pray for 
God to send workers into His 
harvest field.  I ask the Lord to send 
His angels to prepare the way for 
workers.  I pray for those already 
there—some of their smiling faces 
are on the prayer cards surrounding 
the map.  My heart has grown more 
aware of the great need for all 
people to hear the Gospel.  I often 
go to my piano and play the song 
“The Call for Reapers,” found in the 
old Church Hymnal, number 523.  It 
is a beautiful song to Jesus, the Lord 
of Harvest, for this is His harvest. 
   I often conclude my prayer with 
asking the Lord of the Harvest to 
send me.  I cannot very well travel to 
all parts of the world, but I can go 
where he sends me today.  And in 
my going, I must bear His light to 
those around me.  I can give 
attention to someone who needs a 

listening ear or share kind words 
and a smile.  I can pray always, for 
that is my first call. 
   Some time ago, Pastor Gordon 
Henke from the River of Life 
Congregation spoke to us on a 
Sunday evening, telling the story of 
the Revive movement in Indiana and 
beyond.  He shared the visions God 
had given two people—one from his 
congregation and one from Florida.  
Each had seen the same vision, that 
of a giant, unending field of ripened 
grain.  Over against the edge of the 
field was a laboring harvest 
machine.  It seemed a daunting task.  
He also related a story about a city 
where Revive workers were 
entering, and how angels (who 
didn’t appear as “angels,”) told the 
workers that they were preparing 
the way in that city.  That is why I 
often pray for angels to prepare the 
way for laborers.   
   Some of us can go to the far 
reaches of the world as laborers; 
many of us can give of our wealth to 
the cause; all of us can pray.  Prayer 
is the backbone of our availability.  
And that’s what our lives need to 
be—available to the Lord of the 
harvest.  If you haven’t yet set your 
alarm, give it a try.  It has been a joy 
for me to engage in this ministry of 
prayer for more workers in the 
harvest fields of the world! 
 

The Call for Reapers 
Lyrics by J.O. Thompson 

 
Far and near, the fields are teeming 

With the waves of ripened grain; 
Far and near their gold is gleaming 

O’er the sunny slope and plain. 
 

Lord of harvest, send forth reapers! 
Hear us, Lord, to Thee we cry; 

Send them now the sheaves to gather, 
Ere the harvest time pass by. 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
TO COSTA RICA 
By Clarissa Yoder 

 

   What I appreciated most about 

our trip to Costa Rica was that 

we were helping with things that 
the local church was already 

involved in.  The work we were 

doing was started by the church 

in Umpalla and will continue. 

   I was raised to view the church 

as a whole.  Though there are 
many different denominations, 

we are all centered on Jesus 

Christ.  Working alongside a 

church in another country 

further cemented and broadened 
that concept for me.   

   “Making known to us the 

mystery of his will according to 

his purpose, which he set forth 

in Christ as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven 

and things on earth.  Ephesians 

1: 9-10. 

 

SERVE INDIA TRIP 
Sarah Christner 

 

     ‘Someday I want to’…… this 

thought always kept wiggling 

around whenever I thought, or read, 

about visiting foreign countries for 

Christ. Then the opportunity arose to 

go to India and I felt God prompting 

me to seize the time. To stop waiting 

for when it’s the ‘perfect time’, or till 

I’m a ‘good enough’ Christian and 

everything makes sense. Trust. I 

learned to more fully trust that He 

will provide in the moment, what I 

need. Maybe it was for faith, that the 

engine wouldn’t fall off the plane, 

hope, that maybe Mitch would sing 

another song, or wisdom, for what 

the dear lady standing in front of me 

needed prayer for. God so 

beautifully orchestrated our days! It 

amazes me how God and His Holy 

Spirit can unite and bind hearts from 

here in Riverview Church, to friends 

and strangers halfway around the 

globe. A little taste of what heaven 

will be like!      
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WHO AM I? 
 

 
 

Answer on page 6 

 

 

AFRICA TRIP 
Joe Byler 

 

   Making myself available to 
go to Uganda, Africa this past 
April has stretched and grown 
me in a lot of areas in my life, 
but I will only mention two in 
this paragraph. First of all 
God has taught me to be 
dependent on Him regardless 
of circumstance and/or 
whether it all makes sense. I 
don't need to have all the 
answers before I step out in 
faith. If that was the case then 
I would not need to consider 
dependency on God, I would 
be self-sufficient, and where 
does that get us but flat on 
our face. Case in point, when 
I was prayerfully considering 
going, I kept asking the 
question, "Where will the 
funds come from?" I kept 
getting the answer, "Don't 
worry about the financial end 
of it." I committed myself to 
heeding that call and being 
dependent on God. Several 
weeks before the trip those  
 

 
funds became available and 
God had known all along that 
they would be there. I had to 
learn once again from these 
verses found in Psalm 37:3-6. 
"Trust the Lord and do good, 
live in the land and feed on 
truth. Enjoy serving the Lord, 
and He will give you what you 
want. Depend on the Lord; 
trust Him, and He will take 
care of you. Then your 
goodness will shine like the 
sun, and your fairness like the 
noonday sun."  
   Second, choosing to be 
joyful, regardless of situation, 
whether hard or blessed. 
Nehemiah 8:10c "For the joy of 
the Lord is your strength," is a 
great promise reminding me 
that if I have a joyful heart, 
there is no room for doubt, 
discouragement and defeat. I 
was challenged with the 
question, Do I realize that I 
have an "enemy that only 
wants to steal, and to kill, and 
to destroy?" John 10:10. He 
wants to steal, kill, and 
destroy my joy in the Lord 
because then we are defeated 
and no longer a part of the 
Lord's army that defeats 
Satan and his workers. I can 
choose to be joyful and be 
victorious through the power 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.  
   Here is a great passage of 
scripture that we can claim to 
help us be joyful. Romans 
15:13, "I pray that the God 
that gives hope will fill you 
with much joy and peace while 
you trust in Him. Then your 
hope will overflow by the 
power of the Holy Spirit." Go 
forth and be DEPENDENT 
and JOYFUL! 
 

 

NEWBORN~ HALEY CATE 
  

      
 

Todd and Kaitlin Martin were 

blessed with a baby girl, Haley 
Cate on March 23. 2019.  Big 

Sister and Brother are Bria and 

Andre. 

 

 

 
MEET THE HOCHSTETLERS 

By Miriam Hochstetler 
 

  Hi, I am Miriam Hochstetler.  I 
am a single parent, having one 

14 year old daughter Susie 

Marie. 

   We joined Riverview last July 

and found a wonderful church 

family. 
   I grew up Amish finding I 

needed somehow to make a 

change in my life.  We started 

coming to church here with my 

cousins Tim and Becca. 
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   Susie loves to read.  I do too, 
but as I get older seems when I 

sit down to relax my eyes just 

close!  LOL!  We both enjoy being 

outside doing gardening, 

hunting, fishing and camping. 
   Wishing everyone a blessing as 

we have been blessed from our 

friends and church family.  

Hoping everyone has a wonderful 

summer.  It is so wonderful to 

see all the green and flowers.  
 

 

NEWBORN ~ HARPER ROSE 
 

  
 

The Stutzman Family 

Chris & Karista 

Avery, Kennedy holding Harper, 

Born April 4, 2019 
 

FAMILY VACATION 

TO HISTORICAL SITES 
 

By Laura Miller  
      I really liked everything that 
we did on our trip.  We went to 
Mount Vernon, George 
Washington House on Tuesday.  
Wednesday we went to Colonial 
Williamsburg where we saw 
what life was like for the people 
in the 1700’s. 
   Then to Washington DC.  We 
went to a lot of memorials and 
saw some monuments. 
   The next day we went to 
Chincoteague and Assateague 

Islands where we biked around 
and saw some wild ponies.   
   Saturday we were at Colonial 
Jamestown, saw the James River 
and went into the Fort. 

   Monday we went to Yorktown 
and the fort and a weapon 
demonstration. 

   My overall favorite things were 
Colonial Williamsburg, 
Chincoteague and Assateague 
Island and Washington DC. 

 

 

By Marcus Miller 

   I really liked Chincoteague 

Island and Assateague Island 
because we biked around and 

saw about ten wild ponies.  We 

also climbed up a light house.  

It was really high! 

   I also really liked the Library 
of Congress in Washington DC 

because of all its books.  We 

saw the Lincoln Memorial 

which is really big and 

Washington Monument which 

is very tall. 
   On Sunday we played mini 

golf which was really fun. 

   I liked Colonial Yorktown 

too.  That was pretty cool. 

 
 

By Silas Miller 
      I liked Jamestown, Washington 
DC and Chincoteague Island.  At 
Jamestown I got a three-cornered 
hat. 

 

By Sophia Miller 

   I liked Chincoteague and 

Assateague Islands because we 

biked around Assateague Island 

and saw some wild ponies.  I liked 

biking. 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

MR AND MRS BRYCE 

BONTRAGER 
  

 
 

MARRIED 

JUNE 1, 2019 
 

 
MY HOBBY 
Ervin Eby 

 

   There are things in life that are    

beyond our normal business or 
work.  I was attracted to music at 

a young age.  On the farm, the 

days ended with Mom and Dad 

singing or soft sweet hum of 

some hymn. 
   Forward to about the age of 

35… I was at a singing, picking 

at someone’s garage.  The man 

there had a violin apart on the 

work table.  I asked the man, “Is 

this it?  Nothing else to it?”  He 
replied, “That’s all.”  I said, “I 

believe I could make one.”  He 

thought too I could.  By early 

1994 I had the first one glued.  

We had a surprise!  It sounded 
like a violin.  

 

There were trees in the forest 

That once stood strong and tall; 

Then taken, shaped and molded 

And some are even small.   

 

 

 

The best music to our ears, 

The love of God is strong; 
Let us sing, bless and cheer, 

And voices blend in His song. 

     

      ~written by Ervin Eby 

 



6 

 

  CONGRATULATIONS TO 

OUR GRAUATES 2019   
 

 
 

Michael McNamara 
Glen Oaks Com. College 

 

     
 
             Madilyn Platz 

Constantine High School 
 
 

 
     

Jalen Yoder 
Evergreen Life Christian 

Academy 

 

     
 

Daniel Boling 
 Clinton Christian High School 

 

 
 

Joshua LaFluer 
Howardsville Christian School 

 

 

 

 
Kari Miller 

Impact Institute 
 
 

 
 

Andrew Reckers  
Solid Rock Christian Academy 

 
Carmen Yoder 

Warsaw High School 
(Photo not available) 

 

EAGLEY ROAD 

CHRONICLES 
Jon Gingerich 

 
     Another Morel mushroom 
season in southern Michigan 
has come and gone.  Next to 
Christmas, possibly the most 
anticipated season of the year 
for those of us with visions of 
mushroom sandwiches 
dancing in our heads.  So too 
has passed yet another 
mushroom season of looking 
at Facebook pictures of people 
we know and love holding up 
buckets full of mushrooms.  
Pocketfuls, handfuls, 
basketfuls, backseatfuls, 
tablefuls, mouthfuls of 
mushrooms of all shapes and 
sizes.  Mushrooms mostly 
bigger than mushrooms I’ve 
ever dreamed existed.  There 
they are.  People I work with, 
people I go to church with, 
people of my own flesh and 
blood, gorging themselves to 
the point of gluttony.  When 



7 

 

their inflated stomachs get 
full, they sell them for $50/lb.  
   “Hey,” I ask, “Where’d you 
find those?”  “Oh”, they 
respond, “Somewhere over 
yonder on that property I 
alone have access to…You 
know, around the corner from 
what’s his name’s house, 
um… that guy with the 
thing… over there, east end of 
that town, where the one-
eyed, half-wolf half-dog never 
sleeps.”   

   “Yeah”, they say, “I kinda 
got permission one time from 
that guy at his grandma’s 
funeral.  I’ll try to remember 
to check with him if it’d be ok 
for you to go with me next 
year.”  
     Sounds good.  Meanwhile 
I’ll take my starving and feeble 
tribe out for weekend 
excursions on state land, 
where every hick within forty 
miles has trampled the 
mushroom crop into the 
sandy soil with their cowboy 
boots and their ATVs.  Don’t 
worry, we’ll find enough 
mushrooms for my little Tiny 
Tims to get a nibble and say, 
“Fatha, whence for shalt we 
have a few farthings to 
purchase a bit of Neighbor’s 
mushrooms?”  Alas the heart 
breaks! 
     So next year, as you sauté, 
fricassee, deep fry, broil, 
throw at your household staff, 
and do whatever you do with 
these mushrooms you keep 
taking pictures of, remember 
the Tiny Tims and their Fatha 
down on Eagley Path, as they 
pine for but a single lick… of 
the crumbs off of your 
heaping plates!  God bless.  

 

ANSWER TO WHO AM I? 
Alta Hochstetler 

 

AVAILABILITY 
Autumn Stevens 

 

“God is not looking for people with 

ability. He is looking for people 

with availability!” I heard this 

quote once and it has come back to 

mind many times since. Praise the 

Lord He doesn’t depend on my own 

personal ability to accomplish His 

work! Instead He is looking for 

availability so that the Holy 

Spirit’s power in us can bring about 

His purposes. 

  

Available to Go. For myself, 

choosing to be available to “go” 

isn’t really very difficult. I think 

the privilege of joining in God’s 

work on another part of the planet 

is exciting!! Seeing new landscape, 

meeting new believers, joining new 

ministries, watching God perform 

miracles, reaching out to totally 

unreached, delivering desperately 

needed material - what a joy to be 

available and involved in those 

moments! Yet I must say that I 

have found a missionary’s life in 

the giant, bustling city of Hong 

Kong will still have many of the 

same mundane tasks of life as here 

in Centreville, Michigan, US of A. 

During the six week internship I 

had last summer I was reminded on 

numerous occasions that my job is 

simply to be a willing servant and 

it is my Master who will choose 

what kind of work He would have 

me to do. Although I may have 

thought that carrying “bread” 

across the border would be the 

most productive activity He could 

assign to me, there were many 

days He assigned things like 

organizing our apartment, 

babysitting for an overwhelmed 

Mother, or painting at a nearby 

home for handicapped people.  

Available to Stay. I actually have 

had many times where I struggled 

much more with being available to 

“stay”. Although I am not giving 

100% of my time, a major part of 

the last few years has been a 

commitment to being available at 

home, staying here to help my 

family wherever needed. I love my 

family and spending time with 

them, but to be really honest my 

flesh doesn’t always relish a day- 

in, day-out availability that looks 

like changing diapers, washing 

dishes and babysitting younger 

siblings.  

 

I am learning that true availability 

to God must have unselfishness 

and humility at its core. If I 

choose to be available to God I 

can’t be selfish about my time, 

finances, gifts, talents, or 

personal resources. If there is any 

hint of selfishness in me when God 

asks me to be available, then there 

will be also be a stopping point 

where I won’t be willing to obey. If 

I choose to be available to God I 

also cannot be proud. If there is 

any hint of pride in me when I give 

of myself then I am no longer 

being available to God, but 

available to my self-image and 

available to pleasing man.  

 

On the logistical side of things I’m 

also finding a lot lately that 

availability is almost synonymous 

with flexibility!  Living a life that 

is available and flexible can have a 

lot of great twists and turns! If I 

can relax and lay down my own 

personal agenda it makes it much 

easier to enjoy the ride.  The 

Bible says it’s more blessed to give 

than to receive, so giving of 

yourself in availability should, and 

can be, a real joy! 
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Defending the Faith:   
  

WHAT IS A MIRACLE? 

Darrin Miller 
 

Aaron stretched out his hand 

with his staff and struck the dust 

of the earth and there were gnats 

on man and beast.  All the dust 
of the earth became gnats in all 

the land of Egypt.  The magicians 

tried by their secret arts to 

produce gnats, but they could 

not.  Exodus 8:17-18 

 
Having previously concluded 

that miracles are possible and 

God can use them to affirm his 

existence and further reveal 

himself, we must now carefully 
answer the question: What is a 

miracle?  How would we 

recognize a miracle even if it 

occurred?  And how would that 

look different than anomalies, 

magic, or other natural 
explanations? 

 

In his book Christian 

Apologetics, Norman Geisler 

offers four distinct features that 
define and must be present for a 

miracle to have taken place.  

First, an event must be unusual.  

It cannot be something that 

occurs with regularity, for in that 

case it would just be part of the 
natural order.  Miracles are 

unexpected, unusual, and 

wondrous.  Of course, not every 

unusual event is also a miracle.  

To qualify as such, an event 
must also be immediate.  Unlike 

natural processes which always 

take time, miracles happen right 

away.  In other words, watching 

crops grow over the course of a 

season would not be miraculous.  
But planting a seed one day only 

for a fully-grown plant to appear 

the next would be something 

different!  Geisler notes that even 

Charles Darwin himself (a man 
who certainly did not believe in 

the possibility of miracles) 

conceded this point.  In The 

Origin of Species, Darwin 

famously wrote, “If it could be 

demonstrated that any complex 

organ existed that could not 
possibly have been formed by 

numerous, successive, slight 

modifications, my theory would 

absolutely break down.”  These 

slight, successive changes are 
necessary for a natural process 

such as evolution to describe 

something’s existence.  If it were 

true it suddenly appeared, even 

Darwin would admit a miracle 

had occurred! 
 

Beyond unusualness and 

immediateness, miracles are also 

purposeful.  After all, the entire 

Universe was created by a 
supernatural God with a sense of 

purpose, it follows that any 

miracles from that Being would 

also be imbued with a similar 

sense of purpose.  Miracles are 

never haphazard, never for 
entertainment.  Finally, miracles 

are also morally good.  

Remember, we have already 

concluded that God is perfectly 

moral and the origin of all 
goodness, so miracles must also 

bear this characteristic.  

Anything done for immoral 

purposes or with error cannot be 

a miracle. 

 
Knowing all of this, let us look at 

how miracles specifically differ 

from other unusual events.  Said 

differently, what characteristic(s) 

do these other events lack when 
compared to a miracle?  

Examples of other unusual 

events are anomalies, satanic 

activity, magic, and 

psychosomatic reactions.  

Anomalies are peculiar and 
abnormal.  They are events that 

are not easily classified and may 

not yet have a known natural 

explanation.  A common example 

of this is the bumblebee.  For 
many years, scientists could not 

understand how such an insect, 

with its large body and 

disproportionately small wings, 

could fly.  However, since it was 

not an unusual event and 
followed a predictable pattern (all 

bumblebees fly) it could not be a 

miracle.  A natural explanation 
existed. 

 

What about satanic signs?  Many 

unusual, powerful, and 

immediate events can happen in 
this way.  And if God exists, it is 

certainly possible other spiritual 

beings exist.  What separates 

this from true miracles?  Beyond 

their limited power (we have 

already concluded that only one 
Being can be all-powerful, and 

that is God), these activities also 

lack a sense of moral goodness.  

They work in contradiction of 

this to bring immoral and evil 
results.  Magic also fails to match 

the required criteria for a miracle 

in that they are not supernatural 

but are based on trickery and 

sleight of hand.  These tricks can 

be learned and duplicated, 
making magic not all that 

unusual even if it is surprising.  

Finally, psychosomatics (the 

interaction of the body and the 

mind) can also appear to produce 
miraculous results when a 

person recovers from an illness 

through the power of positive 

thinking.  But these healings can 

never occur in situations with 

distinct physical limitations 
(such as an amputated limb 

growing back).  In these 

instances, no mind/body 

interactions will do; only a 

miracle.    
 

Now we are able to say what a 

miracle is and is not.  Has God 

used these kind of events to 

communicate?  Both the Bible 

and the Qu’ran say he has.  But 
are either of these texts actually 

true?  How can we know since 

they were written so long ago?  It 

may appear that God has used 

miracles to confirm their 
veracity, but how do we know 

that was not added long after 

each was first written?  We will 

continue to explore these and 

other questions in future 

articles. 


